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When reporting a criminal offence, what should be considered?
You may already have reported the offence to the police, or you may still be considering this step.
It is important to remember that:

e For criminal offences such as common assault or threatening behaviour, you have three months to
report the offence and request criminal prosecution.

o Other offences, such as sexual acts with children, serious assault, or rape, are offences that are pros-
ecuted ex office and can be reported even several years later. However, it is advisable not to wait
too long, as memories fade over time and evidence may be lost.

It is important to remember that the police are obliged to take action in all cases of offences prosecuted
ex officio as soon as they become aware of the offence. Violence in partnerships is also an offence pros-
ecuted ex officio. It is therefore advisable to consider the implications of a criminal investigation in ad-
vance, to secure evidence and to think about the possible outcome of the proceedings.

A criminal complaint always involves a police investigation, interviews, and legal proceedings. This can
be a positive way of dealing with what has happened, but it can also be an additional burden. Whether
or not to report a crime is an individual decision.

Filing a criminal complaint

You can file a criminal complaint at any police station. It is advisable to call in advance and make an
appointment. You have the right to be accompanied by a confidant. We strongly recommend this so
that you have someone with you for moral support and someone to talk to afterwards. However, this
person must not be a witness.

You will be questioned in great detail and also asked to provide evidence (medical reports, possible
witnesses, photos, text messages, e-mails, etc.).

The accused person will then be summoned by the police and questioned about their version of the
events.
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Private action

If a report is made, the question arises as to whether you, as the injured party, wish to file a private
action.

If you file a private action, you become a "party" to the proceedings, with rights and obligations. For
example, you have the right to view the files at the public prosecutor's office, to call witnesses and to
attend the court hearing (see also "Rights of the victim in criminal proceedings" in the "Information
sheet for victims of a criminal offence"). This participation can be withdrawn at any time; a waiver is
final. If you are not sure how to fill in the forms provided by the police (criminal complaint, civil claim),
you can contact us.

There are two parts to the private action:

1. Criminal complaint: You want the accused person to be punished and take an active part in
the proceedings.

2. Civil claim: You want to make a financial claim against the accused person. As a civil claimant,
you can also claim compensation for the damage caused by the offence and/or satisfaction (dam-
ages for pain and suffering).

Be sure to collect all receipts and invoices for expenses incurred relating to the offence.

We will be pleased to give you further information by phone or in person. Free of charge and
confidential!
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